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''Memorandum of conversation with Mr. Robert Straus, assistant chief of 
Information Division, Q.B.M. 
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I saw Mr. Straus at his office today pursuant to my telephone request. 
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I told him that several things had come up that indicated perhaps we didn*tf 


completely understand sash other and I thought we eould straighten any 
misunderstanding out by a brief talk. 


yirst I told him that Mr, Cellyer had indicated to me that Straus had informed 
Golly >r there would and eould be no exclusive editorial material for CLICK* 

1 suggested that perhaps Mr. Straus naxutozn misunderstood what we had 
in mil sd. I pointed out ws were not looking for advances on hot stories to <r 

break in the future but rather were making our facilities available to the 
government in an effort to make it po sib o to convey messages to our readers. 

I eipL ined we thought this could help defense. Mr. Straus assured me he had 
said 10 such thing. While I knew this was false, I said nothing. At the same 
time I explained we expected normal protection on picture stories in this Belles 
He said that While there was a policy against large numbers of pictures going \ 

to publications and hence not available for us© elsewhere he was certain we*d |\„ 
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have no trouble. I said we expected no such contingency, that we were going | 

, \ 

to plan and soon would have a schedule . I told him after the schedule was \ | 
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worked out I’d be glad to inform his of our plana. 

Then I asjjed what he meant Triday when he said they believed in a free press, \ 
didn’t want ary censorship. He said his was a "theoretical point", that he ! ' 
didn’t think we should give away all control over the stories, etc. 1 explained 
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that what was intended was that each agency be given full and free opportunity j 
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to present such messages as it thought should be presented in a suitable manner, 
but that CLICK was not waiving editorial Iwnlmll til PR L that it would not i 
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approve wrong things or allow such things as purely political criticisms, etc. 

Evidently he understood after I said this 



Then I asked him if so far as ha knew A had done or planned mything wrong, 
so far as they ere concerned, like doing things counter to their established 
practise, and he said I hadn’t, that the proper procedure was what * had been 
doing! consult the designated press official of the various sect ions. 

One practise of which he informed me was that by-lined stories by officials 
were permitted with the taderetanding that such officials were to bo paid 
4 nn^h±s=SE 9HR This, he said, was calculate d to prevent large numbers of 
panse taafrem employees devoting too much time to ghofcting. I assured him that 
CLICK, so far as I knew, was quite in agreement with this practise. 

I asked him if he thought an exchange of letters was necessary to clear 
things and he replied in the negative. 

He said nothing to approve or disapprove our idea. 

At one point ho made a shushing noise and elaborately held his finger to his 
lips and whispered, "Misen is here” and something about I’d bettor be care- 
ful of what I say. Kelson had noiselessly walked up behind me. I let it go, 
though I thought hie joke a poor one. Kelson had taken the liberty of csmlhg 
in on our conference without so much as a by your leave. My back was toward 
him. He offered no greeting until after I did. Ho didn't offer his nhand 
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until I did. perhaps Oiy follows the practise of anybody who wants to walking \ 
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Walking in on conferences whenever they damn please. Without looking at me \ | 

: \ \ 

or asking me if A minded the interruption Nleson s' read some magazine shwofn® f | 
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before Straus osd showed him some pictures which, I gather, were his pictures* ; ; 
He made seme comment about Mr. Palmar, who 1 took to be the Housing Palmer, 
not liking something .ihnfc I gather these stories wore to show Palmer was 
all vht and that Arch. Forum, etc., used their pictures in housing Stories. 

Then very pointedly he produced the current LOOK and turned to a stocking story: 
which he shftwed Straus without any explanation as to why. Zr n more pointedly 
he said it was the only thing o theirs LOOK had ever used. Z asked if the 
pictures wore Beltsville pictures, and Kelson said they were posed by LOOK j 
in Hollywood (I didn’t point out hat they could not at the same time be 



! 


Nelsons pictures and L00K( s) . Without saying a word he turned and Is ft* His 
arrival, or at least my awareness of his presence fallowing Straus* s crude 
hnmov, was at the precise time 1 had just finished explaining to Straus why 
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he ai.sundrstood if he thought had or had made any criticism of Nelson. It 
seemod to me apparent that Nelson* s presence and his impolite intrusion 
could have been only by prearrangement and invitation. . 

As a result of this conference it is now clear that the things Straus told 
Coliyer would be denied us now will not be. We have been assured we win be 
allowed to heap editorial material and pictures a reasonable longhl of time, 
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and lihat, having scheduled a story with pictures that might be QM's, we 


will not have to worky about others being given the same pictures. Specifically 
IV/in understood that after we shhedule a story there will he no widespread 
p^b^^lty or campaigns that will make us look silly. 
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"’In Ute- future I expect to have no occasion to disturb Mr. Straus, h wring 
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his assurance the proper thing is to consult the proper section press 

* 

employee whose names and titles 1 obtained from Mr. Mellett. 

I would say his attitude was less than cordial and encouraging. He didn’t 


even formally say he hoped we got hat we wanted, or that the series would 
be enceessfttl, a? that we could go them some good. I wouldn't expect any 
help from him, and now I wouldn't even approach his superior for any help 
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we plight need. I think we can get along very well without them. 


